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What Causes Fruit Rot?
• A “disease complex”
caused by multiple,
interacting factors
which are not fully
understood.

What Management Strategies Do We have?
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- Canopy management
- Late Water
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2021 efforts towards sustainable fruit
rot management
• Conducted five fungicide trials evaluating new compounds and
new regimes for managing fruit rot in conventional and organic
production systems.
• Initiated two major studies:
• Identification of critical criteria that could impact the outcome of
late water floods and to develop a decision-making model.
• Improving cranberry fruit quality by understanding the microclimate
of the bog.

Why develop Late Water DMM?
• Scientifically proven tool to improve fruit quality with
reduced inputs.
• Has been underutilized due to the availability of
alternatives and lack of scientific data.
• Under current situations (revised MRLs, loss of pesticide
registrations, fungicide resistance concerns), this tool could
be well integrated into our fruit rot management toolkit.

However, several questions related to LW
remain unanswered,
• Why bogs differ in their response to late water floods?
• What are the best years or conditions for holding late water?
• Why some years we see significant reduction in yield?
• How do new generation hybrids respond to late water?
• Can we develop a data-driven, decision-making model that
could successfully predict late water outcome?
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Why study “the role of bog microclimate on fruit quality”
• Fruit quality was never correlated with field level weather data
and growing practices.
• We don’t have a fruit rot prediction model.
• The available canopy management practices are based on
historical data on native cultivars. We do not have scientific data
on newer high yielding cultivars/hybrids.
• Identification of critical risk factors through this project would
help growers make informed, data-driven fruit rot management
decisions.
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